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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EAIR, SZ, AO 

SUBJECT :LEASE OF C-130'S TO ANGOLA 

REF: BERN 3472 

1 . DEPARTMENT WAS INFORMALLY CONTACTED IN JUNE BY NATIONAL 
AIRCRAFT LEASING (NAL), A SUBSIDIARY OF FLYING TIGER AIR- 
LINE, RAISING A SIMILAR PROPOSAL TO THAT CONTAINED IN REF- 
TEL. NAL HINTED AT A SWISS CONNECTION IN THE TRANSACT-O'. 

AT THAT TIME NAL WAS TOLD THAT WE WOULD REQUIRE FIRM GUAR- 
ANTEES THAT THE PLANES WOULD NOT BE USED FOR MILITARY PUR- 
POSES BEFORE WE WOULD ISSUE THE REQUIRED LICENSES. NAL 
LATER APPROACHED COMMERCE WITH THE SAME REQUEST AND WAS 
FORMALLY ASKED TO INFORM US OF THE END USE OF THE PLANES. 

NAL HAS NOT SUBSEQUENTLY PURSUED EITHER OF THESE TACKS. 
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2. WE ARE DISTURBED THAT THE TYPE OF AIRCRAFT REQUESTED 
HAS THE CAPABILITY TO TRANSPORT ARMORED VEHICLES AND 
OTHER HEAVY EQUIPMENT. GIVEN THE DISRUPTED ROAD AND RAIL 
NETWORK REMAINING FROM THE CIVIL WAR AND THE CONTINUING 
RESISTANCE IN CABINDA, NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN ANGOLA, WE ARE 
FEARFUL THAT, DESPITE THE GOOD INTENTIONS OF THE LESSOR OR 
THE LESSEE, THE PLANES COULD BE PUT TO MILITARY USE. ON 

THE OTHER HAND WE RECOGNIZE THERE IS A DEFINITE NEED FOR 

CARGO AIRCRAFT TO MOVE RELIEF SUPPLIES AND GOODS WITHIN 
ANGOLA. WE AGREE WITH KAUFMAN THAT IT IS NOTEWORTHY THAT 
ANGOLA HAS COME TO THE US FOR THESE AIRCRAFT AND WE HOPE 
TO FIND SOME MEANS TO BE RESPONSIVE TO THEIR GENUINE 
NEEDS. 

3. BEFORE RESPONDING TO THE SWISS INQUIRY, WE WOULD 
NEED ANSWERS TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: 

A) WHAT ANGOLAN FIRM IS MAKING THE REQUEST? 

B ) WHAT CONTROL WOULD THE SWISS FIRM MAINTAIN OVER THE 
UTILIZATION OF THE AIRCRAFT? 

C) WHAT TYPE OF ASSURANCES COULD THE ANGOLANS PROVIDE 
THAT THE PLANES WOULD NOT BE USED FOR MILITARY PURPOSES? 
WHO IN ANGOLA WOULD OFFER THE ASSURANCES? 

D) WOULD THE SWISS AGREE TO A CLAUSE IN THE CONTRACT 
REQUIRING THEM TO TERMINATE THE LEASE IF THE ANGOLANS 
ATTEMPT TO USE THE PLANES FOR MILITARY PURPOSES? 

E) ARE THESE C-130'S OR THE CIVILIAN VERSION, L-100'S? 

4. YOU MAY INFORM THE SWISS OF OUR CONCERNS SET FORTH 
IN PARAS 2 AND 3. WE WILL ATTEMPT TO PROVIDE A SPEEDY 
REPLY ONCE THEY RESPOND TO OUR QUESTIONS. HABIB 
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